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BACKGROUND - ALGERIA 

POPULATION— 1948 Census - Totals 8,5*8,757. 
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MVBt 1 dan 54 population estimated total — 9,480,000 
Annual population increase— 1 20, 000 

Statistics based on published returns of Algerian Assembly 
elect ions 31 January - 7 February 1954 
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III. T he Organic Statute of Algeria {Law So. 47-1853 20 Septem- 
ber 1847) - All Inhabitants of Algeria are henceforth to 
be French el listens enjoying absolute equality without 
distinction as to race, language or religion In the rights 
of French citisenship. 

A. Slectorate consists of two bodies or colleges: 
voting age is 23. 

I College: those citizens possessing French civil 
status and several special categories 
of native citizens (based on education, 
military service, etc.) 

II College: all other natives, except w omen (f ema le 
suffrage was granted by the Algerian 
Statute but since it needed a special 
act of the Algerian Assembly to effect 
the provision and no such act has even 
been passed, Algerian women do not vote.) 

B. An Algerian, to vote, must have an identity card, must 
be one of the registered voters and must meet mental 
and moral qualifications 

C. Illiterates are permitted to vote, lowever, accumulation 

of necessarypapers is a burden for even the literate native, 

especially because of the necessity for making personal 

visits to various scattered offices. Frequently impossible 

to obtain a birth certificate to support application for 
registration. While testimony of two witnsssss can be 
accepted in lieu of documentation, this is discretionary 
and subject to abuse by those in charge of the polls. 
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